
Table 6-1. Comparative historical estimates of world population size (in millions) and life expectancy, 40,000 BC to 1850 AD 
 
 BC AD 
 40000 35000 7000 5000 1500 650 1 120 600 1000 1400 1500 1650 1750 1850 
A. World 
population 

0.5 >5 >10 50   296   312  487  791 1262 

China       80   65  125  200 430 
India-Pakistan       75   75  110  190 233 
Mid-East & N. 
Africa 

      50   35  35  45 60 

Other Africa       22   30  45  96 96 
Other Asia       15   20  25  46 64 
Europe       35   35  65  125 208 
Central & S. 
America 

      10   35  45  15 38 

USSR       7   10  15  42 76 
Japan       1   6  20  30 31 
N. America       1   2  2  2 26 

B. Eastern Mediterranean adult longevity (life expectancy among those 15+ only) 
Male  33 34 34 39 45  40 36  38    40 
Female  23 30 29 32 36  35 31  31    37 

C. European life expectancy at birth 
Elites 
British Peers Male          30 45 55 

Female          33 46 63 
Geneva bourgeoisie Male          31 43 55 

Female          37 48 60 
National populations 
Sweden Male           34 45 
 Female           37 48 
France Male            39 
 Female            42 
Britain Male            42 
 Female            44 
Netherlands Male            39 

 Female            42 
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